Definitions for Golfers 

Active Season 

An active season is the period of time, determined by the authorized golf association having jurisdiction in a given area, during which scores made there will be accepted for handicap purposes. 

Adjusted Gross Score 

Adjusted gross score is a player's gross score adjusted under USGA Handicap System procedures for unfinished holes, conceded strokes and holes not played, or not played under the principles of the Rules of Golf, or adjusted under Equitable Stroke Control. 

Authorized Golf Association 

An authorized golf association is a golf association that has jurisdiction and has been licensed by the USGA to issue USGA Handicap Indexes and/or USGA Course and Slope Ratings in its state, district or region through its golf clubs. 

Bogey Golfer 

A male bogey golfer has a USGA Handicap Index of 17.5 to 22.4. He can hit tee shots an average of 200 yards and can reach a 370-yard hole in two shots. 

A female bogey golfer has a USGA Handicap Index of 21.5 to 26.4. She can hit tee shots an average of 150 yards and can reach a 280-yard hole in two shots. 

Course Handicap 

A Course Handicap is the USGA's mark that indicates the number of handicap strokes a player receives from a specific set of tee's at the course being played to adjust his scoring ability to the common level of scratch or 0-handicap golf. For a player with a plus Course Handicap, it is the number of artificial strokes the player gives to adjust his scoring ability to the common level of scratch or 0-handicap golf. A Course Handicap is determined by applying the player's USGA Handicap Index to a Course Handicap Table or Course Handicap Formula. A player's Course Handicap is expressed as a whole number of strokes. 

Course Handicap Table 

A Course Handicap Table is a chart that converts a USGA Handicap Index to a Course Handicap based on the USGA Slope Rating for the set of tee's played. 

Course Rating 

USGA Course Rating is the USGA's mark that indicates the evaluation of the playing difficulty of a course for scratch golfers under normal course and weather conditions. It is expressed as strokes taken to one decimal place, and is based on yardage and other obstacles to the extent that they affect the scoring ability of a scratch golfer. 

Differential, Handicap (See Handicap Differential.) 

Eligible Tournament Score 

An eligible tournament score is a tournament score made either within the last 12 months or within the player's current 20 score history. 



Equitable Stroke Control 

Equitable Stroke Control (ESC) is the downward adjustment of individual hole scores for handicap purposes in order to make handicaps more representative of a player's potential ability. ESC sets a maximum number that a player can post on any hole depending on the player's Course Handicap. ESC is used only when a player's actual or most likely score exceeds his maximum number based on the table below but is applied to all scores for handicap purposes, including tournament scores. There is no limit to the number of holes on which a player may adjust his score. 
	Course Handicap 
	Maximum Number On Any Hole 

	9 or less 
	Double Bogey 

	10 through 19 
	7 

	20 through 29 
	8 

	30 through 39 
	9 

	40 or more 
	10 




A Handicap Index determined from scores to which ESC has not been applied may not be termed a USGA Handicap Index. 


Golf Association 

A golf association is an organization of golf clubs governed by amateur golfers, operated under bylaws and formed for the purpose of conducting competitions for amateur golfers, and otherwise promoting the best interests and conserving the true spirit of the game of golf in a district, region, or state. 

Golf Club 

A golf club is an organization of at least ten individual members, that operates under bylaws with committees (including a Handicap Committee) to supervise golf activities, provide peer review, and maintain the integrity of the USGA Handicap System. Members of a golf club must have a reasonable and regular opportunity to play golf with each other. They must be able to return scores personally, and these scores must be immediately available for review by fellow club members. 

Note: For administrative reasons, some golf associations may require a golf club to have more than the USGA minimum of ten members in order for that club to be a member of the golf association. 

Gross Score 

A gross score is the number of actual strokes plus any penalty strokes taken by a player. 

Handicap Allowance 

A handicap allowance is the percentage of the Course Handicap recommended for a handicap competition. Allowances vary for different forms of competition and are designed to produce equitable competition. 

Handicap Committee 

A Handicap Committee is the committee of a golf club that ensures compliance with the USGA Handicap System, including peer review. A majority of the Handicap Committee must be members of the club. Club employees may serve on the Handicap Committee, but an employee may not serve as chairman. Any club using the USGA Handicap System is required to have a Handicap Committee. 

Handicap Differential 

A Handicap Differential is the difference between a player's adjusted gross score and the USGA Course Rating of the course on which the score was made, multiplied by 113, then divided by the USGA Slope Rating from the tee's played and rounded to the nearest tenth. Handicap differentials are expressed as a number rounded to one decimal place, e.g. 12.8. 

Handicap Index 

A USGA Handicap Index is the USGA's mark which is used to indicate a measurement of a player's potential scoring ability on a course of standard playing difficulty. It is expressed as a number taken to one decimal place, and is used for conversion to a Course Handicap. 

Handicap-Stroke Hole 

A handicap-stroke hole is a hole on which a player is entitled to apply a handicap stroke or strokes to his gross score. 

Inactive Season 

An inactive season is the period of time determined by the authorized golf association having jurisdiction in a given area during which scores made there will not be accepted for handicap purposes. 

INDEX (See Handicap Index.) 

Most Likely Score 

A most likely score is the score a player shall post for handicap purposes when he starts but does not complete a hole or is conceded a stroke. The most likely score consists of the number of strokes already taken plus, in his best judgment, the number of strokes that the player would need to complete the hole from that position more than half the time. This number may not exceed the player's Equitable Stroke Control limit. 

Net Score 

A net score is a player's score after his handicap strokes have been subtracted from the gross score. A plus handicap player adds his handicap strokes to the gross score to yield his net score. 

Override 

An override is a Handicap Committee's action which cancels a Tournament Score reduction and is not to be used as a preventive measure in anticipation of blocking a 10-3 reduction. 

Par 

Par is the score that an expert golfer would be expected to make for a given hole. Par means errorless play without flukes under ordinary weather conditions, allowing two strokes on the putting green. 

Peer Review 

Peer review is the process of providing a reasonable and regular opportunity for members of a golf club to play golf with each other, and providing access to scoring records and USGA Handicap Indexes for inspection by fellow members and the club's Handicap Committee. 



Penalty Score 

A penalty score is a score posted by the Handicap Committee for a player who does not return a score or otherwise does not observe the spirit of the USGA Handicap System. 

Plus Handicap (See Course Handicap.) 

Preferred Lies (Winter Rules) 

Preferred Lies (Winter Rules) is a local rule that may be adopted by the Committee in the event of adverse conditions that are so general throughout a course that improving the lie of the ball in a specified way would promote fair play or help protect the course. 

Scoring Record 

A scoring record is a file composed of the most recent 20 scores posted by a player, plus any eligible tournament scores, along with appropriate USGA Course Ratings, Slope Ratings and dates. 

Scratch Golfer 

A male scratch golfer is an amateur player who plays to the standard of the field of stroke-play qualifiers competing at the U.S. Amateur Championship site. He can hit tee shots an average of 250 yards and can reach a 470-yard hole in two shots. 

A female scratch golfer is an amateur player who plays to the standard of the field of stroke-play qualifiers at the U.S. Women's Amateur Championship site. She can hit tee shots an average of 210 yards and can reach a 400-yard hole in two shots. 

Slope Rating 

USGA Slope Rating is the USGA's mark that indicates the measurement of the relative difficulty of a course for players who are not scratch golfers compared to the Course Rating (i.e. compared to the difficulty of the course for scratch golfers). The lowest Slope Rating is 55, and the highest is 155. A golf course of standard playing difficulty has a USGA Slope Rating of 113. 

Stipulated Round 

The stipulated round consists of playing the holes of the course in their correct sequence unless otherwise authorized by the Committee. The number of holes in a stipulated round is 18 unless a smaller number is authorized by the Committee. The Committee may, for the purpose of settling a tie, extend the stipulated round to as many holes as are required for a match to be won. 

Stroke Hole (See Handicap-Stroke Hole.) 


Tournament Score 

A tournament score is a score made in a competition organized and conducted by a committee in charge of the competition. The competition must identify a winner(s) based on a stipulated round(s), and must be played under the principles of the Rules of Golf. 

Using the above definition as a guideline, the committee in charge of the competition shall determine in advance if these conditions are met, and announce in advance whether the score shall be identified by the letter "T" when posted. 

Routine events, such as regular play days, normally are not to be designated as T-scores because they are not significant in the traditions, schedules, formats and membership of the club. Nine-hole scores are not to be designated as T-Scores. 

Examples of inter-club competition scores that should be posted as tournament scores when they meet the above conditions are: team matches, competitions restricted by age, member-guest competitions, qualifying rounds for city, state and national competitions, and competitions conducted by golf associations. 

Examples of intra-club competition scores that should be posted as tournament scores when they meet the above conditions are: low gross-low net competitions, four-ball match- or stroke-play competitions, Stableford competitions, and club championships which are stroke or match play, scratch or with handicap. 

Trend Handicap 

A trend handicap is an unofficial estimate of a handicap, which may include un-reviewed scores since the previous revision and might not be based on the current scoring record. The trend is not an official handicap and should not be used in formal competition. Use of trend is not recommended by the USGA. 

USGA Course Rating (See Course Rating) 

USGA Handicap Index (See Handicap Index) 

USGA Handicap System 

The USGA Handicap System is the USGA's mark which denotes the USGA's method of evaluating golf skills so that golfers of differing abilities can compete on an equitable basis. 

Winter Rules (See Preferred Lies.)
